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FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Greetings to all NLA Members;
It’s been a very busy year for the NLA board of directors.
As many of you know, hybrid milfoil was found in Lakewood’s
marina back in 2016. Since that time we have worked very hard
to control the spread of the milfoil. We chemically treated the
harbor right after ice out in 2017, and were very successful with
only a few weeds found throughout the year, and with the help
of volunteers the weeds we found were hand pulled.
Knowing we would never be able to eradicate 100% of the
highbred milfoil weeds, we had to put a plan together looking
into the future to make sure we protect our lake and put
together an aquatic plant management plan. We hired Cheryl
Clemens of harmony environmental out of Spooner, Wisconsin to
help us with the comprehensive plan. A committee was put
together with Cheryl Clemens, Pamela Toshner (DNR Lake
Biologist), Travis Bartnick (Wildlife Biologist) from Great Lakes
Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission (GLIFWIC), Andy Teal, Dick
Hemsey, Jeff Raether, Jim Krueger, Mark Sundeen, Mary Young,
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Steven Spickerman, Tom Cogbill. We had meetings throughout
the winter put this plan together.
This plan is a five-year plan for our lake and will be sent out to
the public when completed in a few weeks. We are also going to
be hiring Matt Berg, who is a research biologist for the state of
Wisconsin. Matt will be doing a complete full species point
intercept survey of the entire lake including Jackson and Garden.
This aquatic plants survey of our entire lake will hopefully begin
July/August, all plants found will be collected, identified, and
preserved using methods established by the WDNR there will be
approximately 368 survey points made on the lake.
You will be hearing more about this plan in up coming months,
we will be asking for volunteers to help facilitate our Lake plan.
Hope everyone has a wonderful spring summer and fall look
forward to seeing you on the lake.
Jim DeRoma
President
Namakagon Lake Association

NLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Co-Secretary:
Co-Secretary:
Members at Large:
Members at Large:

Jim DeRoma
Jim Krueger
Karen Musser
Denise Dupras
Linda Fischer
Greg Dehring
Amanda Staudemeyer

(715)
(715)
(715)
(715)
(715)
(715)
(715)

794-2403
798-2365
794-2286
798-5087
794-2166
794-2346
798-2366

Email board members: board@nlaonline.org
Visit our website: www.nlaonline.org

To view minutes of recent meetings of the NLA please see...
http://nlaonline.org/namakagonlakeassociationnewslettersminutes.html

NLA WALLEYE FISHERY INITIATIVE

SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR THE NLA

November of 2017 the most recent GLIFWC Fishery data was
released and the numbers show a significant decline in Walleye
numbers in the Lake. Numbers were down to 2.3 per acre. At this
release, the NLA board, local business owners, and concerned
residents met and created the Namakagon Lake Fishery Initiative.
Scott Toshner our DNR fisheries biologist, along with interested
members have created this document to guide our successful
rejuvenation of this significant Walleye Fishery.

Finally, Spring! The ice went off on Saturday May 5th and so it is
time to get the NLA’s projects in motion.

Mark Luehring GLIFWC biologist is working with the Tribes, (Bad
River, and Red Cliff) and they share all of our same concerns and
want to work with us, as this is important to all who love this
wonderful Fishery.
The goal is to return our numbers to a long standing population
level of 5 adult Walleyes per acre. Both Habitat improvement and
stocking will be utilized. Certainly, harvest needs to be addressed
and we are working on a number of tactics affecting harvest.
This is a great natural Walleye Lake and we need to help it right
now. If you want to help immediately, creating buffers on some
of your shoreline would be fantastic. We will be exploring the
opportunity for Woody Habitat starting this summer also.
Not all is lost, the NLA is “on it”, and taking action, and the
Walleye recruitment years were quite positive in 2016, so look for
fair numbers coming soon.
For any questions you can call me, Mike D’Andrea, and I’ll do my
best to provide answers.

From Greg’s Kitchen comes...

GRILLED NORTHERN PIKE
Summer is finally here and it is time to break out that charcoal
grill! I previously wrote about grinding small northerns into
fish patties. Here’s what to do if you get a big one (28”+). This
is also great with a larger walleye.
1. Fillet and skin fish, with a large northern you can leave the “y”
bones in because they are about 3” long and all in a line, after
cooking you can pull them out easily.
2. Cut fillets in about 9” pieces.
3. Coat fillets, with olive oil and a little hot sauce. (The Peach +
Vidalia onion from Deb’s in Clam Lake is great). Sprinkle with
salt, pepper and a little lemon pepper.
4. Grill over hot coals for about 3 minutes per side. You can use
a grill pan or put fillets right on the grill grates. Be careful
flipping fillets so they don’t break apart.
5. Serve with some Jasmine rice and your favorite salad and you
have a healthy meal that just says SUMMER!!!
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The NLA did apply for and were approved for funding from the
DNR to pay for our Landing Supervisors at the Hwy “D” and
Lakewoods landings. One wrinkle was thrown at us in early May,
Northland College, due to budget cuts, will not be able to supply
student supervisors this summer. This leaves us in a big hole as
the NLA does not have enough supervisors of our own to fully
staff these landings. We have placed ads in the local paper and at
Hayward and Drummond High Schools and all we can do is hope
to get some applicants. The job pays $15 per hour so if you are
interested please contact the NLA.
The cameras at the landings have been installed and are new
improved versions. The NLA has bought new updated cameras, at
a cost of $7,000, that will do a better job taking pictures. They
are designed to pick up and video only the movement of the boat
and trailer. This will help our reviewers as there will not be as
many false readings to look at. We are still looking for more
volunteer camera reviewers. If you have time to look at video for
about and hour per week please contact the NLA as we need help
here also.
You have read about the Lake Management Plan and the Walleye
Initiative elsewhere in this newsletter
and so all I will say here is volunteer
help is needed on both of these
projects. If interested please contact
the NLA.
The buoys will be in the lake before
Memorial Day and thanks to Jim Pliska,
Jim DeRoma and Brandon Pessina for
all of their help in repairing, and
installing the buoys. This is always a
big project every year and in the
future we will need to have more volunteers for this project too.
This year we have 3 board positions that are open and need to be
filled. If you are interested in running for the NLA board please
contact the NLA and get your name on the ballot.
If this letter is sounding redundant, it is. The NLA needs lots of
help and the 7 board members cannot do it all. Some of us on the
board are getting really burned out and we need fresh volunteers
to help and bring new ideas to these projects. Please consider
volunteering or applying for one of the many jobs that are listed
above. This is your NLA and the only way we are going to keep it
as strong as it is will be to keep bringing in new people to fill all
the voids we have. We cannot do all this without your help.
Have a great summer.
Jim Krueger

LOON UPDATE

ILIDS VIDEO REVIEWERS NEEDED

Over three weeks we
went from ice out to
summer and the loons
wasted no time in getting
one with their business.
As of Memorial Day there
were 4 active nests on
Jackson Lake and Lake Namakagon. I did not explore Garden lake,
so anyone with information can pass it on to me, Denise Dupras,
at dupermd1@aol.com and I will include in future newsletters.

Part of our requirement for receiving grant dollars from the
WDNR is to review the video recordings of launches at our
landings on Lake Namakagon. Mr. Ed Hilz reviews the recordings
made at the Lakewoods landing; however we are in need of
reviewers for the County D and Funnys Bay landings.

Check our website for
current information and updates

www.nlaonline.org

It is easy to review the recordings. Access requires internet access
and can be done at any time. The purpose of the review is to look
for weeds attached to the trailer or boat going in or out of the
water. As a reviewer, your role is to note the information about
possible violations. This information is reported to ESP, who does
all of the investigation. In 2017, there were no violations, but in
years prior, there were a few that resulted in the Sheriff being
able to act and ticket the violators.
Please consider volunteering some time to help keep our waters
clean.

NAMEKAGON RIVER PARTNERSHIP
News from a new citizen-volunteer river organization working
to celebrate and conserve the upper Namekagon River.

http://namekagon.org/

MISSION STATEMENT
The Namakagon Lake Association, Inc. was formed in 1995 for the purpose of preserving and protecting Lake Namakagon and its environs. The Namakagon Lake
Association, Inc. (NLA) is a not for profit organization that relies on the contributions and membership fees of land owners and other concerned citizens for its
funding. It is our goal to preserve and protect Lake Namakagon as an environmentally healthy watershed, by sponsoring educational programs, adopting a proactive role in the formulation of water and shore land regulations, and responsible use of this unique and irreplaceable resource for all citizens.
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The Namakagon Lake
Association, Inc.
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NAMAKAGON LAKE AQUATIC PLANT MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY
AQUATIC PLANT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Bayfield County • Business Partners • Namakagon Lake Association
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission • Town of Namakagon
United States Forest Service • Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
INTRODUCTION
The Aquatic Plant Management Plan for Lake Namakagon, Garden Lake, and Jackson Lake
presents a strategy for managing aquatic plants by protecting native plant populations,
controlling the growth of hybrid Eurasian northern watermilfoil (HWM), and preventing
establishment of additional invasive species. The plan includes data about the plant
community, watershed, and water quality of the lakes. Based on this data and public input,
goals and strategies for the management of aquatic plants
in the lakes are presented. The plan will guide the
Namakagon Lake Association (NLA) and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) in aquatic plant
management for the lakes over the next five years
(from 2018 through 2022).
EURASIAN MILFOIL
HYBRID EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL DISCOVERY AND RESPONSE
In June 2016, a hybrid of Eurasian and northern watermilfoil (HWM) was discovered at the
Lakewoods Resort Marina area. Following DNA confirmation in July, hand removal efforts
were completed several times throughout the summer and early fall by WDNR, Bayfield
County, volunteers from the Namakagon Lake Association, and employees from Lakewoods
Resort. Follow-up monitoring found a few scattered plants in the bay southwest of Paines
Island and an HWM plant in the bay near the river outlet. A total of about 10-12 garbage
bags of HWM were removed from the Lakewoods Marina area in 2016.
The Namakagon Lake Association completed an herbicide treatment to control HWM in
the Lakewoods Marina area in April 2017. Dye monitoring verified there was little or no drift
outside of the bay where the herbicide treatment occurred. Plant monitoring results indicated
that most of the HWM was removed and the native plant community did not experience
negative impacts.
NLA volunteers and Department of Natural Resources staff returned to the herbicide
treatment area more than 10 times during the summer of 2017. During these visits volunteers
and staff pulled an estimated less than 100 HWM plants – perhaps a total of one garbage
bag. By late summer 2017, there were just a few clumps of HWM plants that had returned.

PLAN GOALS
GOAL 1. PROTECT THE NATURAL FUNCTIONS THAT DIVERSE NATIVE PLANTS PROVIDE
BOTH IN THE WATER AND ON THE SHORE.
GOAL 2. PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF AQUATIC INVASIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
GOAL 3. EDUCATE LAKE RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF NATIVE
AQUATIC AND SHORELAND PLANTS, THE THREATS FROM INVASIVE SPECIES,
AND THE PLAN MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.
GOAL 4. ID, CONTROL, AND CONTAIN AQUATIC AND SHORELAND INVASIVE SPECIES.
GOAL 5. COORDINATE AND COMMUNICATE WITH OUR PARTNERS.
PLAN STRATEGIES
Control efforts consider protection of native plant and animal species in Lake Namakagon.
Prevention efforts inform lake residents and visitors about how they can prevent invasive
species establishment and spread.
Volunteer and professional monitoring will look for Hybrid watermilfoil and other invasive
species.
Containment efforts vary depending upon where and in what density hybrid watermilfoil
grows.
The Namakagon Lake Association will maintain the Aquatic Plant Advisory Committee to
implement the plan strategies and ensure that plan goals and objectives are met. Support and
coordination from volunteers, businesses, community groups, and other stakeholders will be
critical for success.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
The lakes are central to the community. We need more people to help
support important lake protection work. Please consider volunteering and
participating in community events to help celebrate and protect Lake
Namakagon. Contact a Namakagon Lake Association Board Member for
more information. The Namakagon Aquatic Plant Management Plan is
available for review at Forest Lodge Library next to the Cable Natural
History Museum and the Namakagon Town Hall and online at
http://nlaonline.org/.

