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Spring 2025 Update     
 

Letter from the 
President 

 
It’s another beautiful day on 
Lake Namakagon.  
The ice is off the lake, the 
maple syrup season has come 
and gone, the loons have 
returned, eagles are nesting, 
and bears and snowbirds have 
been spotted coming out of 
hibernation. 
For the fishermen, again this 
year involved restocking the 
lake. As always, Mike D’Andrea 
and Ted Peichel have excelled in managing the walleye and lake structure projects. 
Detailed information can be found in their fish report. 

Read all about our other major focus - 
invasive species. This year, we will be 
treating the lake yet again, aiming to 
achieve the same success observed in 
previous years. As always, we kindly 
request your assistance. An online 
volunteer inspection form is available 
on our website at 
www.namakagonlakeassociation.org.  

 
While enjoying your time on the lake, 
please remain vigilant for any invasive 
species. The process of filing the online 
report only requires a few minutes of 
your time. Your participation is crucial, 
as the time you spend on the lake helps 
maximize our DNR grant and saves us a 
substantial amount of money.  

 
We have received many questions and comments concerning wake boats. Wake boats are 
specialized watercraft that use ballast systems to create large, well-defined wakes for 
wakeboarding and wake surfing. 

Continued on next page 
 
 

 

Bear photo courtesy of Wanda and Wayne Spitzer 

Photo Courtesy of Chris Johnson 



 
 

Letter from the President continued from the previous page 
 
Wake boarding is a lot of fun, but they were really designed for large, deep, open bodies 
of water.  If the boats are operated in shallower water, the powerful wake can scour the 
lakebed.  The large wakes the boats create can erode the shoreline and negatively affect 
fish, wildlife and plant life, as well as create a hazard for other boaters and swimmers.  
  
The Lake Association is forming a committee on the use of wake boats in Lake Namakagon.  
If you are interested in participating on the committee, please keep an eye out for an email 
announcing the first meeting.   In the meantime, we ask that you and your guests clean 
the wake boat and its bladder before launching, stay 700 yards from shore, only 
operate in water 20 feet deep or deeper, and be courteous to other lake users. 
 
The Annual Meeting will take place in Lakewoods on Sunday, August 17th. Tomi Backlund 
is overseeing the arrangements and is currently working on finalizing the details. 
Additionally, the calendar includes Members’ Social Events, which will take place at some 
of our member establishments around the lake. These events have proven to be an 
excellent opportunity to meet neighbors and friends from the area; they also provide a 
wonderful way to support our local businesses. 
Membership has significantly increased in recent years, and your tax-deductible dues and 
donations help keep the lake clean and healthy. We stock walleye, monitor boat landings, 
provide lunch at the Annual Meeting, host events, and repair buoys. If you enjoy the lake 
and all it has to offer, please continue to support the NLA and spread the word to your 
neighbors and friends.  
Thanks again to Amanda Staudemeyer and Brandon Pessina for setting the marker buoys 
around the lake. Also, a big thank you to Jim Krueger and his crew (Dave Gebhard, Jerome 
Malmquist, Larry Pribyl, Tony Johannes, Mike D’Andrea and Town roadworkers, Clay and 
Brian) for buoy repairs over the winter. Most of the Facebook information is now posted 
by Pam Krueger-we greatly appreciate her help. And thanks to Bill Thomas for his help 
with grants and various other things. 
Finally, thanks to our Board for their countless hours of work: Larry Pribyl, Cheryl 
Johnson, Kevin Wiersma, John Schneider, Tomi Backlund and Doug Cleary. 
 
-Terry Cramer, President 
 

Namakagon Elk 
 
A herd has taken up residence around the Forest Ridges Golf Course.  A reliable source 
told us that the DNR has named them the “Lakewoods Herd”. 

 

 

Lakewoods Elk Herd on the 5th hole, photo courtesy of Cheryl Johnson 



 
 

Walleye Initiative 
 

Adding Structure to the Lake - Tree Drops vs Fish Sticks 
 

Coarse, woody habitats are very important to the aquatic community, as they provide 
spawning cover for bass and panfish, nursery cover for nearly all fish species, and hiding 
cover (protection from predators) for juvenile and adult fish. 
 
This winter, Ted Peichel and I decided to convert all grants, requests, and fish habitat 
projects from “Fish Sticks” (which are five tree complexes) to simple tree drops.  Fish 
Sticks do produce a large complex of shoreline fish habitat, but they require two skid 
steers to complete, a crew to cable, and a minimum of 26 inches of good ice for completion.  
Max Wolters (Sawyer County DNR Biologist) has been using tree drops on the Chippewa 
Flowage for a few years now, and Nick Bern of the US Forest Service has been using tree 
drops for years.   
 
               

                

  
 
 
 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

• 3-4 tree complex. 
• Live trees 

brought in from 
beyond 35ft set 
back. 

• Perfect ice 
conditions 
needed for 
heavy 
equipment. 

• $1,000+ cost per 
complex. 

• DNR permit + 
zoning approval 
needed 

Fish SƟck Complex Tree Drops 

  Single tree 
complex. 

 Trees cut at 
shoreline 
within 35ft set 
back. 

 Year-round 
construction. 

 Minimal 
costs. 

 DNR permit + 
zoning 
approval 
needed 

 

Tree Drops 

Continued on the next page 



 

Walleye Initiative continued from prior page 
 

A few challenges occur with tree drops. First, grant 
money from Healthy Lakes cannot be used for single 
tree drops, and second, further scrutiny is required by 
the DNR and Bayfield Zoning. As this is not a 
homeowner program, specific properties and even trees 
must be approved. Happily, though, smaller crews and 
equipment are required. Tree drops can be completed 

in both summer and 
winter, and they still 
provide excellent fish 
habitat for food, cover, 
and nesting, for many species. 
 

The change in strategy from Fish Sticks to Tree Drops 
paid big dividends this winter.  Ted and I would like to 
thank Wayne and Wanda Spitzer for offering one mile of 
their shoreline, where the DNR dropped 43 trees along 
their property this winter.  Volunteer support was 
provided by Garry Larrson, and Terry Cramer.  We are 

working with the USFS for approximately 30-50 tree drops on Forest Service land, and we 
have 26 additional properties identified.  Ted and I will be reaching out to those property 
owners this summer. 

 
-Mike D’Andrea, Walleye Committee                                                                                                                             
 
Ted and Mike were out earlier this spring to 
collect eggs to raise to fingerling size and 
release in fall.  They brought back a couple of 
pictures to share.   
The Walleye Committee has stocked over 
40,000 Walleye since 2018.  Our thanks to 
Lance Bresette and Rob Lawrence from the 
Red Cliff Hatchery, and Tyler Firkus at the 
NADF in Red Cliff for their work and support.  
And of course, all of our fin clippers! 

This is a photo of a female walleye we captured 
this spring when we were collecting eggs.  She 
is upside down in a towel - we dry the fish 
before we spawn them.  You can see that her 
left ventral fin is trying to grow back.  This 
means she is probably stocked, likely in 2019. 
(To recognize them later, we clip a fin of our 
raised fingerling fish when we release them.)  
She would have been about 6 inches long in 
2019 and has grown to 20 inches before she 
came to shore this spring to spawn.   
We found many other fish with clipped fins.  If 
anyone has been wondering if the initiative is 
working, this is a wonderful example of the 
Walleye Committee’s success! 

Lance BreseƩe and Rob Lawrence of the Red Cliff Hatchery 
collect eggs to hatch and raise to fingerling size. 



 

Invasive Species 
 

HWM Treatment 
Hybrid Watermilfoil (HWM) is an invasive seaweed that can form dense mats of vegetation 
that choke out beneficial native water plants and negatively effect navigation.  Our battle 
to control HWM continues.  We have requested a permit from the DNR to treat beds this 
summer in Funny’s Bay, Mogasheen Bay, several smaller beds in the western part of 
upper lake, two beds in lower lake, and a bed in southern Jackson Lake close to the outlet 
to Namakagon.  
 

Landing Monitors 
The Landing Inspection Program is also a vital part of our battle against HWM and other 
invasive species.  A big “Thank You” goes to Namakagon Town Clerk Laura Bjork who 
handles all the administrative work, and the Landing Monitors, Don Ullmer, Karen 
Malmquist, Dave Hanks, Mary Nelson, Jill Meilahn, Ayla Baussan, and Jim Biggott.  They 
do the important work of inspecting boats and trailers before they launch, and reminding 
boaters that   the best way to reduce the spread of HWM and introduction of other invasive 
species is to clean their boats before launching.  It is particularly important to clean live-
wells and wake boat bladders since they can be difficult to completely empty and dry.  Our 
landing supervisors are essential in helping boaters detect unwanted hitchhikers before 
they land in our lake.  
 

Spiny Water Flea  
As part of their training, the Landing Monitors learned of a new invasive pest that is 
starting to show up in lakes and rivers in the Northwoods.  The Spiny Water Flea (SWF) 
is tiny freshwater zooplankton native to Asia and northern Europe.  They are ¼ to ½ inch 
long with a long, barbed tail, translucent, and barely visible.  They are voracious eaters of 
other zooplankton, decreasing food available for native fish, especially Walleye and Perch.  
Small native fish cannot consume their barbed spine, so the SWF has few predators.  
 

The SWF can cluster on fishing equipment like 
fishing line, downriggers and anchor lines.  Mud on 
anchors and water in live wells, bait buckets and 
boats can harbor their eggs. Per the Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center, SWF are 
vulnerable to drying out.  Both eggs and adults can 
perish if they are left to dry.  Ensuring cleanliness, 
drainage, and thorough drying is crucial to stop the 
spread.  It is important to clean and dry all 
equipment including anchor’s, anchor line, and 
fishing line and poles.  Swedish dishcloths are very 
effective for cleaning SWF and eggs off of gear and 
equipment. There is no method of control for the 
SWF, so prevention is our only tool to fight this pest.   

Spiney Water Fleas clumped on 
fishing line 

From the WISCONSIN AQUATIC 
INVASIVE SPECIES EARLY 
DETECTION HANDBOOK 

 on the DNR website 
 
Namakagon Lake Association

Social Hours (Cash Bar)
Members and Guests Welcome

Thursday, May 22, 4:00-6:00pm, Garmish
Thursday, June 19, 4:00-6:00pm, Hank's Landing

Thursday, July 24, 4:00-6:00pm, Four Seasons
Thursday, September 18, 4:00-6:00pm, Loon SaloonSaturday, September 20, 9:00am at the Namakagon Town Hall

2025 Namakagon Lake Association Meetings
Members Always Welcome, Mark your Calendars!

Saturday, May 17, 9:00am at the Namakagon Town Hall
June Meeting Date and Location TBD

Saturday, July 19, 9:00am at the Namakagon Town Hall
Annual Meeting Sunday, August 17, 11:00am at Lakewoods



Libman’s Namakagon Lodge 

Lakewoods Resort 

 
 

 

Cable/Namakagon History Museum 
“The Little Museum with Big History” 

 
 

The Cable/Namakagon Historical 
Museum opens for the season on 
Saturday May 24th. Our regular hours 
are: Tuesday – Friday 11am-3pm, 
Saturday 10am-1pm. We are located 
at 13405 Spruce St. in Cable.  This 
season we have 4 brand new exhibits, 
and have refreshed our other 
exhibits. 

                                               

Our annual Ice Cream Social Fundraiser is 
on Sunday July 27th from 1pm-3:30pm. We 
are changing the location to the Cable 
Community Centre this year. Featuring Ice 
Cream Sundaes with homemade hot fudge 
and strawberry sauces, root beer floats and 
live music by Friday in the Gazebo. We are 
asking for a free will donation for the event. 
There will be a 50/50 raffle during the Social 
and cash raffle ticket sales. There are four 
cash raffle prizes: $500, $250, $200 & $100, 
only 200 tickets will be sold at $20/ticket. 
The drawing is at Noon on Saturday Aug 30th 
at the Museum. 

 

 

Our Historic Cemetery Walk is 
scheduled for mid-October 
with James Kinzie as our 
presenter. Exact event date to 
be announced soon. 

We invite you to stop by and 
visit our “Little Museum with 
Big History”! 

 

 Lakewoods 



 

 

 
In Memorium 

 
Stanley David Rahm 

 

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Stanley Rahm 
at the age of 92. A man of quiet wisdom, 
gentle humor, and unwavering love. 
  
He loved simple pleasures - reading on 
the screen porch at the lake, taking 
naps on a lazy afternoon, and going to 
town to buy pastries for his  
grandchildren.  
 
Above all, he loved his family. His 
legacy lives on through the many 
cherished memories he created with 
them. 

 
Caryl Johnson (1931-2025) 
 
Caryl started coming to the Lake in 
1965 with her then-young family.  For 
30 years they stayed at Mogasheen for 
two weeks every summer until Caryl 
and her husband Delmar built their 
own place on Junek’s Point.   
 
Caryl enjoyed summer family reunions 
at the lake, gardening, going out to eat 
at her favorite places, and waterskiing. 
Caryl and Del taught dozens of kids to 
waterski.  She loved to show off for an 
audience when she skied, and 
continued slaloming into her 80’s.   
 
We will miss her. 
 
 
 
 

NLA BOARD MEMBERS 
Terry Cramer – President    Cheryl Johnson - Vice President 

Kevin Wiersma – Treasurer            Tomi Backlund – Board Member at Large 
Doug Cleary – Board Member at Large              Larry Pribyl – Board Member at Large 

John Schneider – Board Member at Large 
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The Namakagon Lake Association (NLA) is a not-for-profit organization that relies on the contributions and 
membership fees of landowners and other concerned citizens for its funding. It is our goal to preserve and 
protect Lake Namakagon as an environmentally healthy watershed, by sponsoring educational programs, 
adopting a proactive role in the formulation of water and shore land regulations, and responsible use of this 
unique and irreplaceable resource for all citizens. 

Donations

General Fund $___________ Name: ___________________________________

Walleye and Habitat Fund $___________ Email: ___________________________________

Invasive Weed Control Fund $___________ Address: ___________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________
Total Amount Enclosed $___________

Mailing Address:
Namakagon Lake Association

P.O. Box 536, Cable, WI  54821

NLA is a 501(c)(3) Organization - Members may deduct dues and donations

Namakagon Lake Association Donation Form
Membership and Donation is also available online at: 

www.namakagonlakeassociation.org


